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Discovering House History : Ideas, Sources and Websites   with Jackie Depelle 

 

How to record? Huddersfield & District Family History Society booklet includes useful historic timeline, sources 
information and blank recording sheets 

House History Book & Record Book – Offer | Huddersfield and District Family History Society (hdfhs.org.uk) 

Tracing Your House History – A guide for Family Historians : Gill Blanchard : Pen and Sword Publications.  Also 
available from the above and elsewhere 

House History Guide https://www.wyjs.org.uk/media/69842/user-guide-10-house-history.pdf 
 

Census – findmypast easiest for address search + new maps search – maybe problems with name / number 

Census route – number rooms - trace properties via route description - remember 1911 summary sheets  

1939 Register – findmypast / Ancestry – What if head’s record closed? The National Archives podcast good 

Certificates – may provide detail, not always Parish Register – good for people not often house  

Estate maps and records, rentals, tenancy + Jeffery’s maps 1770s – topography / estates 

Property / street name = clue? Google Maps – watch for clock roll-back at top left 

Local History + old photograph collections Architecture / Internal – clues or modern purchases 

National Coal, Gas, Utilities etc Patent registrations eg chimney pot 

Window Tax – Quarter Sessions, archive, antiquarian Hearth Tax – digital online  

Council records eg Health committee, Renumbering Wills – exceptional example contents of 1929 house 

Electoral Registers 1928  Men/Women 21, Poll Books? Planning – building, extension, drainage 

Oral History projects – ask those in the area Postcards, paintings, Magazines,  

Ordnance Survey Maps Estate Agents particulars, Zoopla, Rightmove + 

Published House History : Local  History Projects Listed Buildings eg Historic England 

Britain from above : Vision of Britain Yorkshire Vernacular Buildings Study Group + others? 

Enclosure Maps and Award Postal, Telephone, Trade Directories 

Fire Insurance records – Goads maps BL & local library Vernacular Architecture Group : Jan 2021 Conference 

National Farm Survey 1941 - 43 Railway, Canal, Road, Compulsory purchase records 

Rent and Rates, including Local Authority Land Tax : Owners of Land 1873 Ancestry E, W, I, S 

Married Woman’s Property Act 1882 Thesis : Ethos (British Library) check for others online 

The National Archives catalogue - Discovery British Association for Local History www.balh.org.uk/ 

Maps + Utility. Country National Library of Scotland Professor Malcolm Airs : Dorchester Buildings 

Nottingham University Special Collections : Deeds in Depth; Manorial; Maps and Plans;  

Maps + Utility.  National Library of Scotland georeferenced for the country https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/ 

Tithe maps and the award, online nationally The Genealogist. Make sure check elsewhere before paying 

Deeds – maybe online archive catalogues. Special three Yorkshire Ridings, Middlesex & Dublin 

1910 Valuation Office Survey – maps and field books - growing slowly online The Genealogist, good London 

Manorial records (1086 – 1922)– Manorial Documents Register - where held – likely difficult to read older ones 

Newspapers – British Newspaper Archive, FindMyPast, The Times, The Gazette, British Library catalogue lists 

Alan Godfrey Series of Maps : Fire Insurance : Estate : Manor 

One Place Studies https://www.one-place-studies.org/ 

Select book list:- Tracing Your House History by Gill Blanchard (as above) 
A House Through Time – David Olusoga and Melanie Backe-Hansen 
Tracing the History of Your House – Nick Barrett 
Tracing your Home’s History – Anthony Adolph 
Tracing the History of Your House – Brenda Greysmith 
How to Research Your House – Pamela Brooks 
British Architectural Styles – Trevor Yorke 
Fire Insurance Records for family and local historians – David T Hawkings 
Period House Fixtures and Fittings – Linda Hall 
Maps for Family and Local History – Geraldine Beech and Rose Mitchell 
A Concise Glossary of Architectural Terms – Joh Henry Parker 
Workers’ Housing in West Yorkshire 1750 – 1920  ) Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments 
Rural Houses of West Yorkshire 1400 – 1830  ) of England – national series - check your area 
Traditional Farm Buildings of Britain – R W Burnsville 
Shire Publication Series : Bricks, Thatch, Ceramic Roofware for example  
Model villages / Garden Cities - eg Bourneville, Saltaire, Letchworth, Welwyn Garden City 
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